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Gather letters or stories about yourself when you were an infant and a
child; firsts, growth, funny incidents, curiosity, likes and dislikes,
vocabulary, habits, diseases, accidents

Brothers and sisters; names, your relationship with them. What stands out
about them in your memory of childhood?

What is your earliest memory of your house, your family, your town, world
affairs?

. Who were your playmates, pets? What games, toys, celebrations, and playmates

were your favorites? How important were television, movies, radio, bicycles
in your childhood?

Where was your house? If in a city, what address? What county? State? Is
the house still standing? What did it look like? How many rooms? Which
ones? Describe the house and furnishings: one or two story? frame? painted?
porch? garage? yard? outbuildings? fireplaces? kind of floor, wall coverings?

How easily or often did you get into mischief? Why? What punishments
did you incur? Were your parents strict? What rules did you have to follow?

What are your most vivid memories of childhood?

. What relatives do you remember and what stands out in your mind about them?

What trips did you take to visit relatives?

What chores were yours to do? Did you get an allowance? How did you get your
spending money? What did you do with it? What was the financial condition
of the family?

How did you celebrate birthdays, Christmas, Thanksgiving, July 4 and other
holidays?

What were family customs for weekends? Sundays? summer days?
What unusual events do you recall (fires, storms, moving, etc)?

How far was school from your house? How did you get to school? During what
hours were you in school? When did school start in the fall and let out in
the summer? What subjects did you like best? least? Were you able to attend
school regularly? What do you remember about your teachers? Does any one
stand out in your mind as having a large influence on you? How good were
your grades? Did you feel pressure to make good grades? How did you spend
recess? What memories stand out in your mind about elementary school?

junior high school? high school?

What did you do in the summer or when you were not in school? trips?
sports? scouting? camping?

Did you study music, art, dancing? What hobbies did you pursue?

What were your childhood favorites: foods, clothes, sport, story, movie,
hero, people?

What part did church and religious activities play in your childhood, both
at home and away from home?



18. What were your dreams or plans for the future? Which have become reality?

19. What experience did you have with death as a child? What funeral or burial
customs were followed by the family or area?

20. What neighborhood gatherings, social or working, do you recall?

TEENS

1. What high school did you attend? Where? How long? Did you graduate? Did you
go to college? Where? How did you chose your college? How did you finance
your education? In high school (or college) what were your favorite or
least favorite subjects? Is there someone from these years who had great
influence on you? How large was the school? What clubs or sports did you
participate in? Did you enter contests? (Explain) What do you recall about
teachers? classmates? How did you get to school? What were some of the school
rules? dress code? How far was chool from home? What did you do for lunch?
What courses helped you the most?

2. What kinds of parties did you attend? Where did you go on dates? When did
you start dating? What rules governed dating at your house? What did you
enjoy most for recreation?

3. What clothes were in style when you were in high school?

4. What were your plans or desires at that time of your life? Have you done
these things?

5. What chores were your responsibility at home? describe.

6. Did you have pets? What kind? names?

7. What did you read?

8. What unusual or special events do you recall?

9, Where did you live? Was it the same house you lived in as a child? describe.

10. Did you enjoy music? dancing? art? other hobbies? Did any of the family
sing or play musical instruments? Did you make any of your own clothes? Were

you in the school band?

11. Did you have a job? Doing what? How much money did you earn? How did you
use your earnings?

12. What did you do in the summer?

13. What rules governed your household? Were you allowed to play cards? date
without a chaperone? stay out past dark? go to movies? dance? eat with the

adults? wear slacks to school? Were you required to go to church on Wednesday

nights as well as Sunday? stand when adults entered the room? What was
considered "proper" Sunday or Sabbath conduct? What were considered "proper"
manners? dress?

14, Did you attend religious services? Where? What other religious activities
did you participate in?

15. Did you participate in any service projects? Explain.

16. What neighborhood gatherings do you recall?
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What experience did you have with death as a teenager? What funeral or
burial customs do you recall?
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When did you get married? Describe the wedding, clothes, attendants, parties,
gifts, etc?

What can you tell me about your coutship and dating? How did you meet your
husband or wife?

. What jobs have you held? What jobs has your spouse held? Have wages changes

much since you first worked?
What trips have you taken? Which have you enjoyed most?

What church, civic, club, political, or service activities have you participated
in?

What is your political affiliation?
What is your church affiliation?

Do you enjoy participating in music, art, gardening, handicrafts, needlework,
sewing, carpentry, etc? Which members of the family do these activities?

How does the family celebrate holidays such as Thanksgiving, Christmans,
July 4?7 What other traditions have you established in your family? What
other holidays do you celebrate? How?

What kinds of cars have you had? When did you get your first car? How much
have the cars cost?

What are your favorite recipes?

What do you consider your special talents or abilities? What do you do best?
What gives you the most pleasure?

What are the favorite family stories?

When and where were your children born? What stands out in your mind about
each one as a small child? as a teenager?

Where have you lived? Tell me about each house?
Do you have grandchildren? Who?
What rules did you set for your children?

Do you enjoy entertaining? friends? relatives? business associates?
What kinds of entertaining do you do?



